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A child with polio with deformities in 
the legs; Tajikistan, October 2016

An Egyptian Stele of a man with polio; 
1403-1365 BC

A reality check

More than 17 million people are 
walking, who would otherwise have 

been paralyzed

Ref: https://polioeradication.org/news-categories/broader-benefits/page/3/

https://polioeradication.org/news-categories/broader-benefits/page/3/
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1985
Wild Polio
Virus endemic in
125 countries
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2023
Only two endemic 
countries
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Health 
ministries

Donors
(governments, development banks, private foundations, etc)

Private
sector

MediaNGOs

20 million 
volunteers

Many 
partners
help ensure 
success



Global WPV1 & cVDPV Cases1, Previous 12 Months2

Data in WHO HQ as of 16 Jan. 20241Excludes viruses detected from environmental surveillance;   2Onset of paralysis: 17 Jan. 2023 to 16 Jan. 2024

Endemic country (WPV1)

WPV1 cases (latest onset)
Pakis tan 6 24-Oct-23
Afghanis tan 6 04-Sep-23
cVDPV1 cases (latest onset)
DR Congo 98 12-Nov-23
Madagascar 21 16-Sep-23
Mozambique 3 11-Sep-23
cVDPV2 cases (latest onset)
Indones ia 3 22-Nov-23
Côte d'Ivoi re 6 22-Nov-23
DR Congo 113 19-Nov-23
Tanzania 3 16-Nov-23
Chad 49 12-Nov-23
South Sudan 2 07-Nov-23
Mal i 12 06-Nov-23
Nigeria 69 30-Oct-23
Guinea 34 28-Oct-23
Mauri tania 1 17-Oct-23
CAR 14 07-Oct-23
Mozambique 1 28-Sep-23
Somal ia 4 16-Sep-23
Yemen 3 28-Aug-23
Kenya 8 21-Aug-23
Niger 1 09-Jul -23
Burundi 1 15-Jun-23
Burkina  Faso 2 04-Jun-23
Zambia 1 03-Apr-23
Benin 2 15-Mar-23
Is rael 1 13-Feb-23



...The risk of renewed international spread of polio, 
unless we eradicate it completely!

Global polio spread, 2003-2017



All countries at risk until the disease is eradicated completely
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PV detections of concern in EUR, 2023
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Country (no. isolates) Category Type
Genetic 

distance (%)
Information

Israel (88)* cVDPV 2 2.2 4 samples from AFP case and 17 samples from contacts, 
and 67 sewages samples (Jan-May 2023)

Poland (3) VDPV 3 3.1-4.6 Sewage samples, Lublin (Feb, Jul, Aug 2023)

Russian Federation (1) VDPV 2 12.2 Sewage sample, Tver (May 2023)

United Kingdom (1) WPV 1 Sewage sample, Leeds  (Sep 2023)

* No or very few seqs in LDMS



Polio outbreaks in the WHO European Region, 2022-2023
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cVDPV2 outbreak,
Ukraine, 2021

Green-
negative
Yellow-
Positive  
(1-2 
months)
Red-
Positive      
(>2 
months)

Environmental 
cVDPV2 detection, 
London, 2022

cVDPV2 outbreak, 
Israel, 2022--2023

Last isolate: 
24 December 2021

Closed Sep 2023

Last isolate: 
8 November 2022

Considered for closure

Frequency, 
concentration,  

geographic 
distribution rapidly 
declining in 2023

cVDPV3 outbreak, 
Israel, 2022

Last isolate: 
16 May 2022

Closed Sep 2023



Composite Risk Assessment for 2022 by 
EURCC, Sep 2023  
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• ~300 facilities handling Poliovirus
• 33 Poliovirus-essential facilities (PEFs,    )

Since 2014: 
    

Countries and facilities with retained polioviruses in 
the Region



Global 
commitments

WHA
Rotary ConventionG20 Health/Development Ministers 
G7 Leaders
Commonwealth Heads of Government



Thanks to PolioPlus

>20 million cases averted

>1.5 million lives saved

>20 million volunteers mobilised

>400 million children vaccinated 
(every year)



Determination – Adaptation – Opportunities
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